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The Crucible Socratic Seminar

I. participation in the discussion:

DIRECTIONS:

II. observation of the discussion:

III. after the discussion:

This week, we will be holding a Socratic Seminar Discussion in class. 
This discussion will be worth 50 points. 

You will be graded according to the following. 

A rubric is attached at the end of this packet, so you can clearly see how you will be graded. My 
intention for this discussion is to provide ample space to brainstorm and discuss important ideas and 

themes from the text, so you have many ideas to build your essay off of. This assignment is worth 
many points, so take it seriously – prepare well, and be ready to participate meaningfully in the 

discussion. You’ve got this! I can’t wait to hear your ideas.

You are required to participate at least three times, and make three original comments during 
the discussion period. You will not receive your "check mark" unless you present an original 
idea or argument - simply restating what someone else said will not be sufficient.  
If you appear to be "dominating" conversation, I may ask you to participate less. It is your 
responsibility to make sure you participate at least 3 times.   
You must cite the page number of the text when referring to specific scenes or lines.  
Your responses to peer comments cannot be attacks. Ex: “That is a stupid idea” is an 
unacceptable response, and you will lose points for responses like this.   

During the discussion, you are responsible for taking active notes. See the note-taking sheet 
provided in the packet.
During the discussion, you are responsible for evaluating a partner that will be participating in 
the “inner circle.” See the Partner Evaluation Sheet provided in the packet.

During the discussion, you will be graded by me on your participation, as well as evaluated by a peer. The 

expectations are as follows:

During the class session in which you are not participating in the discussion, you will be responsible for 

the following:

Notes on the discussion questions, indicating that you prepared for the discussion.
Notes on the discussion, indicating that you were actively listening. 
An evaluation of your inner-circle partner.  

After you participate in the discussion, you will turn in to me your Socratic Seminar Packet. This packet 

includes the following documents:



The Crucible Socratic Seminar
Discussion QUestions:

Instructions: The following questions will be used during our Socratic Seminar on The Crucible. In order to 

prepare for this discussion, brainstorm responses and/or ideas to the questions listed below. You may use 

either complete sentences or bullet-pointed lists. You must find at least one quote to support your 

argument for each question. Note: There are no right or wrong answers. These are intentionally open- 

ended questions to get you thinking about the “so what?”

1. Does The Crucible promote the idea that it is acceptable to deceive others? Why or why not?

2. Is there a hero in this play? If so, who?

3. In the case of John Proctor’s unfaithful marriage, who is to blame? The adulterous party (John), 

the counterpart (Abigail), or the spouse (Elizabeth)? Why? 

4. In the case of an event such as the Salem Witch Trials, is it better to be a self-centered person 

concerned with one’s own status, or is it better to attempt to inspire systematic/institutionalized 

change? 

5. In the case of The Crucible, where did everything go wrong? Who is to blame for the mass 

murders? 
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6. Is it better to denounce one’s beliefs in order to save one’s life, or die honest and truthful?  

7. Is Abigail a selfish liar, or is she the victim of an oppressive society?  

8. Is justice best determined in the court of law?

9. Why is it the case that innocent persons are often “easy targets”?

10. Is religion a positive or negative force in the context of The Crucible? 

The Crucible Socratic Seminar
Discussion QUestions:
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11. Who is the most respectable character in The Crucible, and why?

The Crucible Socratic Seminar
Discussion QUestions:

12. Do readers sympathize with Reverend Parris, or is he a villain?

13. What sort of character is Abigail? Is she a hero, a villain, or otherwise? What makes her character so 

complex? What sort of force is she representative of, or what sort of force does she personify?

14. Does anyone in The Crucible truly believe in witches? If yes, who? How do readers know this?

15. What is the overall message of Arthur Miller’s The Crucible? What is he trying to say about people, society, 

faith, etc.?
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inner circle note-taking sheet:
The Crucible Socratic Seminar

Instructions: Use this sheet to take notes as the discussion is taking place. Remember, you need to meaningfully participate in discussion at least 3 
times. Avoid repeating comments that have already been made, and respond respectfully to your peers. Remember to refer to specific quotations to 
support your ideas, and provide the page numbers of those quotations when you do so.

Discussion Question Comments Made My Ideas A Quote I Can Use



Discussion Question Comments Made My Ideas A Quote I Can Use



Outer circle note-taking sheet:
The Crucible Socratic Seminar

Remember: Your role on the outer circle is to do the following: 
1) Actively listen & take attentive notes on the inner circle discussion. Do this using the guide provided below. 
2) Evaluate your inner-circle partner. Use the Partner Evaluation sheet for this task.  

Discussion Question Comments Made My Ideas A Quote I Can Use



Discussion Question Comments Made My Ideas A Quote I Can Use



partner evaluation sheet:

The Crucible Socratic Seminar
Instructions: Complete this sheet to the best of your ability. This will be shared with your partner after the discussion, so evaluate them both fairly and 
meaningfully. During the discussion, Place a check mark in the chart for each time your partner does the following: 

Cites a passage 
from the text

Provides an 
insightful comment

Moves the discussion 
to a deeper level

Asks a clarifying 
question

Responds to a 
question

Poses a 
question



partner evaluation sheet:
The Crucible Socratic Seminar

AFTER THE DISCUSSION
Circle your answer to the following questions. Did your partner:  

What was the most interesting thing your partner said?   

Which of your partner’s ideas did you agree and/or disagree with? 

1) Listen to others respectfully? Yes/No 
2) Speak loudly and clearly? Yes/No 
3) Demonstrate that they had given thoughtful consideration to the topic? Yes/No  
4) Stay on topic? Yes/No 
5) Avoid using like, um, maybe, kind of, etc.? Yes/No 
6) Avoid hostile exchange? Yes/No 
7) Ask appropriate questions? Yes/No 
8) Ask clarifying questions? Yes/No 
9) Interrupt another speaker? Yes/No  
10) Engage in side conversation? Yes/No



Rubric

The Crucible Socratic Seminar
Excellent

Discussion
Student participated at least 3 
times, providing original ideas 
and insight. Was respectful and 

engaged during discussion. 
(20 pts).

Student participated at least 
three times, providing some 
original ideas and insight. 

Was respectful and engaged 
during discussion. 

 (15 pts). 

Student participated at least 
3 times, providing some 

original ideas and insight. 
(10 pts). 

Student participated only 2 
times and/or student 

merely repeated previously 
stated ideas. OR Student 
dominated conversation. 

 (5 pts). 

Student participated only 
once/not participate. 

 (0 pts). 

Student somewhat 
completed evaluation sheet 
and/or student took some 
notes during discussion. 

(10 pts). 

Student somewhat 
completed evaluation sheet 
for partner and student took 

active notes during 
discussion. 
 (15 pts). 

Student fully and 
thoughtfully completed 

evaluation sheet for partner 
and student took active 

notes during discussion. 
(20 pts). 

Student did not fully 
complete partner evaluation 
sheet and/or student took 

few notes during 
discussion. 

(5 pts). 

Student did not complete 
partner evaluation sheet 

and/or student did not take 
notes during the discussion. 

(0 pts). 

Student fully completed 
preparation sheet, citing at 
least one quotation for each 

question. 
(10 pts). 

Student nearly fully 
completed preparation sheet 
OR student completed sheet 
but only included quotations 

for some questions. 
(8 pts). 

Student completed ½ of 
preparation sheet OR 

student completed sheet but 
only included quotations for 

½ of the questions. 
 (5 pts). 

Student completed less than 
½ of preparation sheet. 

 (3 pts).

Student did not complete 
preparation sheet at all. 

(0 pts). 

Observation

Preparation

Good Acceptable Developing Insufficient



The Crucible p.60-70
none 

Students will be able to synthesize the content of a twelve-page 

selection from Arthur Miller's The Crucible.  

Students will complete a written assignment synthesizing and 

analyzing a twelve-page selection from the text, paying close 

attention to the interactions between characters and their 

respective character development.  

Review: Review of the previous night's reading. Think-pair-share to review the reading 

homework. 

Characterization List: Class will work together to add to the running characterization 

list, using the new information provided in the assigned reading selection. 

Characterization of John Proctor: relationship with wife/with Mary Warren

Who is the subject of attack in Salem? Ex: Goody Proctor, Tituba, agency, and credibility

Characterization of Sarah Good: old, pregnant? smoker, "crone" - discuss language

Discussion of Gender Roles: witchcraft & women, women & power, misogyny

Students will be assigned roles to act out pages 60-70 in the text  

Characters to assign: Stage Directions, Proctor, Elizabeth, Hale, Giles, Francis, Cheever

Closing review of relationship dynamics in the text

Closing review of gender roles in pages 60-70

Write a paragraph that presents an answer to the following question - Who is to blame in 

Salem?  Include a short and sweet topic sentence, at least one contextualized and integrated 

piece of evidence from the reading, and a detailed explanation of how your quote supports 

your point.  

Introduction:

homework: 

Class discussion: 

Act it out: 

Closing: 



The Crucible Newspaper Project

     This assignment will require you to complete a close-reading of a specific passage from The 
Crucible. Begin this assignment by working with your partner to read this text in detail, marking 
specific keywords, phrases, ideas, and symbols of significance. Annotate the text selection given to 
you, and turn that in along with your completed project. Your entire, complete project will be 
worth a total of 50 points. 

Partners:

Section:

     You have traveled back in time to the 1600's. One partner in your group is a renowned Salem 
news reporter, and the other will take the position of a character from the play. You will work 
together to create a short mini-newspaper, with two articles and some images from the period of the 
witch trials.  
     The final product that you submit should be formatted like a newspaper. See the sample images 
included in this packet. You do not need to follow the sample layout or formatting - the images 
below are just some sample ideas to get you thinking. You will receive up to 10 points for a creative 
header, newspaper title, and layout. In order to create your paper, you can either hand-draw or 
draw on your device. You can print things out, glue things on, and do whatever you need to do. All 
images and infographics must be drawn by you - not the result of a Google search. You must turn in 
a printed hard copy.  

The Assignment:

English II 
Ms Kilroy 

The Newspaper:



The Crucible Newspaper Project

      Imagine you are a member of the staff of the local Salem newspaper in 1692. You have been 

very busy lately because the town faces a historic crisis. Hundreds of people have been accused 

and arrested of witchcraft. The town is anxious to read the next edition of your newspaper! You 

will write a breaking news article concerning the selection of the play assigned to you. In 

writing your article, you are obligated to abide by a few publication guidelines: 

Take your role as a reporter quite seriously. Every report, article, photograph, and 

infographic must stay related to the theme of the paper: the plot, characters, and 

symbolism in The Crucible.  

The newspaper has been in your family for years, meaning you take great pride in this 

publication. You must write with details and specific language. You must also 

scrutinize your grammar and conventions because there is nothing more 

embarrassing than publishing a newspaper with errors!

Obviously, you want the townspeople to be thrilled by your article. Make sure to create 

a headline that captures the most significant "takeaway" from your selection of the 

text.

You must include one hand-drawn image or infographic. Ex: A floor plan of the 

courtroom, an image of a character's house, etc.

Your article should be at least 250 words. 

     Imagine you are a townsperson, living in Salem in 1692. You may take on the persona of any 

character we have encountered in the play so far. You will be writing an editorial for the 

newspaper, writing about your experiences with the Salem witch trial from your perspective. 

For example, should you choose to write from the perspective of Elizabeth, you may want to use 

this opportunity to deny the allegations against you. You must write your editorial according to 

the following guidelines: 

You want your fellow townspeople to take you seriously. Every detail in your editorial 

must hold true to the plot, characters, and symbolism in The Crucible. 

You must write with details and specific language. You must also scrutinize your 

grammar and conventions because you do not want to lose credibility in the town.

Obviously, you want the townspeople to be thrilled and/or moved by your editorial. 

Make sure to create a headline that captures the most significant "takeaway" from 

your selection of the text. 

You must include one hand-drawn image or infographic. Ex: A hand drawn sketch of 

the "poppet" Mary Warren wrote for you.

You may write in the first person, as this is a first person point of view based editorial. 

Your editorial should be at least 250 words. 

The Report:

The Editorial:



Helpful Hints:

The Crucible Newspaper Project

To guide your writing, pay careful attention to the following markers in the text:

Your final submission should include:

Sample Images

An annotated text excerpt.

One "report" article.

One "editorial" article.

Key shifts in mood. When does the tension rise and fall? What causes this shift?

Key character behaviors. These will be identified in italics. What do these details 

communicate?

Key lines. What do these lines reveal about each character's feelings, thoughts, 

desires, and frustrations? What do these lines reveal about what each character 

understands (or doesn't understand) about others or the situation?


